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mechanical; and that the information gained was the result
of formal memory work. There was absolutely no concep-
tion of the psychological aspect of the work and no Intima-
tion whatever of the newer, broader, and truer conception of
education that was developing on the continent.
In 1805 the Lancasterian method was introduced into New
York City. Within a few years almost every city from Boston
to Charleston, In the South, and Cincinnati, in the West, had
its monitorial or Lancasterian schools. Lancaster himself
came to this country and assisted in the New York, Brook-
lyn, and Philadelphia schools. In the third decade of the
century, the system was introduced in New York and Boston
into a new type of schools, the newly founded high schools,
For this and the two following decades the system was widely
popular in the many academies throughout the country. As
in the case of the Fellenberg system, with which it was often
combined, the system disappeared in consequence of the
arousing of public opinion on the subject of education, with
the growing material prosperity of the people and their will-
ingness to contribute more liberally to the cause of education,
The Infant School Movement was of similar import. Origi-
nating with a French country curt In 1769, these schools
were soon introduced into Paris and became the progenitors
of the maternal schools, so common In all French cities at
present. In England the infant schools originated inde-
pendently with Robert Owen about 1799 at New Lanark,
Scotland, as a means of checking the evil effect of the factory
system on children. The factories of England at that period
employed a large number of children that were bound out to
them by the poor commissioners, at five, six, and seven years
of age for a period of nine years. As these children were
employed from eleven to thirteen hours a day in the factory,
and at the end of their apprenticeship were turned free into
the ignorant mass of the city population, their educational
condition can be imagined. The infant schools were con-